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CONFIDENTIAL TEL AVIV 6231 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR IS EG 

SUBJECT: ALLEGED ISRAELI SETTLEMENT NEAR SANTA KATARINA 
REF: (A) STATE 218795 (B) CAIRO 8973 

1. REGRET DELAY IN RESPONSE, BUT OUR NORMAL MFA 
CONTACT ON SETTLEMENT MATTERS HAS BEEN ON LEAVE. 

HE INFORMED US SEPT 30 THAT HIS ENQUIRIES WITH 
MILITARY GOVERNMENT HAVE PRODUCED NO INDICATION OF 
ACTIVITY THAT COULD BE CONSTRUED AS EFFORT TO ESTAB- 
LISH SETTLEMENT. 

2. WE AGREE WITH DEPT THAT NEIGHBORHOOD OF SANTA 
KATARINA WOULD BE STRANGE PLACE TO PUT NEW SETTLEMENT, 
ESPECIALLY AT TIME WHEN FUNDS FOR SETTLEMENT ACTIVITY 
IN GENERAL MAY BE IN SHORT SUPPLY. WE WILL ATTEMPT TO 
OBTAIN RELIABLE EYE-WITNESS REPORT IN NEAR FUTURE. 

3. POSSIBILITY EXISTS OF SOME NEW MILITARY ACTIVITY IN 
VICINITY OF MONASTERY AS RESULT OF CHANGES ON GROUND 
BROUGHT ABOUT BY INTERIM AGREEMENT. ONE ISRAELI 
MILITARY WRITER HAS DRAWN ATTENTION TO FACT THAT 
EVACUATION BY ISRAELI OF ABU RODEIS COULD PROVIDE 
EGYPTIANS WITH OPPORTUNITY TO BYPASS IDF DEFENSES 

IN SOUTH ALONG ROUTE WADI FAYRAN-SANTA KATARINA- 
DAHAB, THEREBY CUTTING OFF SHARM EL-SHEIKH. WE 
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WISH TO EMPHASIZE, HOWEVER, THAT WE HAVE NO REASON 
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TO BELIEVE THAT SUCH SPECULATION HAS LED TO ANY 
SPECIFIC IDF ACTIVITY OF NATURE WHICH MIGHT HAVE 
PROMPTED CAIRO REFTEL. 

TOON 
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